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PENCIL CASE FROM 
RECYCLED FABRIC

Finished size of sample: 12 1/2" X 8 1/2"

Materials:
Two pieces of fabric approximately 15" X12"  
Two pieces of interfacing slightly smaller than your fabric pieces.
One Zipper
Thread and needle, iron and ironing board and a sewing machine with a zipper foot.
(Furnishing samples are of a heavier weight and therefore will be studier.  If you use dress 
fabric use a heavier interfacing.)

I used 2 fabric swatches that I bought for 10cents 
each.  I cut off the paper at the end and across 
where the holes had held the swatches in the 
sample folder.  This determined the size of my 
pencil case.  I could have made it smaller but for 
a beginning sewer having the pieces a bit larger 
gives a margin for error and they are easier to 
manipulate.

The BACK I cut to the finished size plus 1/2" 
seam allowance all around.

The FRONT was cut acroos the fabric 4" 
from the top edge

From the off cuts from the back I cut 2 pieces 
approx. 2" square.  (In place of this you could 
use  tape.)

I have kept all seam allowances to 1/2" (1.5cm) 
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Iron interfacing to each piece of fabric.

Neaten the edges to which the zipper is to be 
attached.  If you don't have an overlocker use a 
three step zig zag or a zig zag stitch.

Turn down a 1/2" as illlustrated and iron.

I used an old nylon zip that was too long.
With the teeth closed I cut it to the desired 
length and then sewed across the teeth 
several times to secure the end.

One edge on each of the off cuts 
was neated an the edge turned and 
ironed.

The off cuts, with turned edge facing 
toward the centre, were pinned at either 
end of one front section.  The zipper was 
then placed in position, pinned and tacked.  
(It  is quicker to tack in position than to 
unpick a mistake.) 

Using a zipper foot attach one edge of the zipper  
using a straight stitch, turn the work and stitch 
again catching the outside side of the zipper.

If the fabric you are using is thick lenghten your 
stitch, it will sit better.

Repeat the last 2 steps on the other edge.
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Place front and back together with wrong sides facing out.
At this point you may find that the two pieces no longer match. square 
them up using a ruler and mat or measure with a ruler and pen and cut 
square with sissors. Pin the two pieces together.

Sew a 1/2" (1.5cm) seam. Butt the edge of your 
fabric along the quide on your machines throat plate. 
When sewing keep your eye on the guide, do not look 
at the needle.  This will keep your stitching straight.

Continue sewing each seam from edge to edge  until all 
four sides are sewn.

TIP* Make sure you undo the zipper a little so you can 
undo it to turn the right sides out.

Turn the right sides out. Iron and 
you have a great pencil case for 
less than 50cents
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