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         No 23 PIN CUSHION
using fabric designed by you.

*Disperse Dyes give you the opportunity to create your own fabric designs.  These work best on 
synthetic fabrics and you don't have to be a great artist.   The examples below were made by;

1. Painting squiggles on 2.   Ironing it onto fabric 3. Sewing and decorating  
     photocopy paper + +

All these designs were made by 13 year old students in less than an hour.  They had no prior 
experience with these materials and were worried that they couldn't draw but produced some 

original artistic pieces.  (They used fabric recycled from an old pair of shorts.)

*Disperse Dyes can be purchased from Art Supplies shops.



7" X  7"  square

CUT 1 -  IN PHOTOCOPY PAPER
Paint a design onto the paper using 

           disperse dyes

CUT 1 - USING A WHITE OR LIGHT 
               COLOURED SYNTHETIC FABRIC

             Transfer the design painted on the paper
           by placing the dry painted paper face down 
           onto the fabric and sandwich between 2
           sheets of plain paper.
           Place on top of a folded newspaper and 
           press with a hot dry iron.  Place the iron
          over the design and hold in place then move
          a little further along overlaping the irons 
          surface each time you move it.

          If you move the iron about on the paper it will  
          smudge the colours, (which is sometimes a 
          desired effect.)



TO MAKE THE PIN CUSHION

1. Fold the square in half with right sides together.

2. Using a straight stitch sew the two short sides, 
    reversing at either end to secure the stitching.

3.  Open the piece and match the side seams at the 
     centre, with the seam allowances facing in opposite
     directions, pin at the seam line.

4.  Using a straight stitch sew across the opening 
    (reversing at each end), leaving a gap at one end to 
    allow the turning though of the fabric to the right side.  
    Turn fabric through to the right side.

5.  Stuff the pin cushion through the opening with fibre-fill 
     and add a little steel wool.  The steel wool will keep the 
     pins sharp.
    

6.  Close the opening using a ladder stitch.

7.   Decorate the top using a button, bead or felt shape.

You could of course just use a fabric from your stash and 
skip the printing of your own design but then you would 
miss all the fun of painting and making an original piece.
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